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POPE’S INTENTIONS   
OCTOBER  

FOR A SHARED  
MISSION 

We pray that the 
Church continue to 
sustain in all ways a 

Synodal lifestyle,as  a 
sign of  

coresponsi-
biity,promoting the 

participation,the 
communion and the 

mission shared 
among 

priests,religious and 
lay people 

 

THE WORD 
OF GOD 

 

FIRST READING: 
GENESIS 2: 18-24 

 
 

PSALM  89 
FILL US WITH YOUR 
LOVE THAT WE MAY 

REJOICE 
 

SECOND READING: 
HEBREWS 4:  

12-13 
 

GOSPEL  
ACCLAMATION 

 

ALLELUIA,ALLELUIA! 
HOW HAPPY ARE 

THE POOR IN 
SPIRIT; THEIRS IS 

THE KINGDOM  
OF HEAVEN 
 ALLELUIA! 

 
GOSPEL READING: 
MARK 10: 17-30 

 
 

BECAUSE  
EVERY- 

THING IS 
POSSIBLE  
FOR GOD 

 
 

ORDINARY TIME  WEEK  XXVIII 
 Divine Office Psalter Week IV 

 

 ALL MASSES FROM ST PETERS WILL                                                                                                   
BE AVAILABLE ON THE LIVE STREAM www.churchservices.tv/stockport  

 
Saturday 12th October 2024 -  St Wilfrid 
11 -11.45 am       Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by Benediction 
12 Noon            Maura Burnett RIP 
6.00 pm         Mass at St. Philipsς Tony Caine RIP 
Readings :             Galatians 3:22-29; Psalm 104;Luke 11: 27-28 

 

Sunday 13th  October 2024  TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY IN  ORDINARY TIME 
8.30  am            Mary Garrigan RIP     ORGAN 
10.00 am               People of the Parish     JUNIOR CHOIR 
11 00 a.m  {ȅǊƻ aŀƭŀōŀǊ wƛǘŜ aŀǎǎ ƛƴ {ǘ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ  
  2 00 p.m.  Hospital Trust Baby  Memorial Service at St Georges   
6.00 pm            Jean Green        ST PETERS SCHOOL 
Readings :             Wisdom 7: 7-11: Psalm 89: Hebrews 4: 12-13; Mark 10: 17-30   

DAY  OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR PRISONERS AND THEIR DEPENDENTS 
 

Monday 14th October 2024 - St Callistus I 
12 Noon   Eileen Weaver RIP 
Readings:  Galatians 4: 22-24,26-27,31-5: 1; Psalm 112; Luke 11: 29-32 
Tuesday 15th October 2024 - St Teresa of Avila  
12 Noon   Requiem Mass for Vera Atherton   
Readings:  Galatians 5: 1-6; Psalm 118; Luke 11: 37-41  

Wednesday 16th October 2024  - St Margaret Mary Alacoque 
 9 15 a.m.  Mass at St. Philips  Rose Abby 
Readings:   Galatians 5: 18-25; Psalm 1; Luke 11: 42-46 

Thursday 17th October 2024  - St Ignatius of Antioch 
12 Noon   Bridie Kearns and Anna McDonagh 
Readings:   Ephesians 1: 1-10; Psalm 97; Luke 11: 47-54   

Friday 18th October 2024 - St Luke 
1.00 pm  Funeral Mass for Graham Kingston  
Readings:  2 Timothy 4; 10-17; Psalm 144; Luke 10: 1-9 
    

Saturday 19th October 2024 - St Peter of Alcantara  
11 -11.45 am       Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by Benediction 
12 Noon   Tommy & Kath Smart (Mass with Anointing of the Sick) 
Mass at St. Philipsς 5ŀƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ wLt 
Readings :             Isaiah 52: 7-10; Psalm 95; Matthew 13: 47-52 

 

Sunday 20th  October 2024  TWENTY NINTH  SUNDAY IN  ORDINARY TIME 
8.30  am             People of the Parish       CHOIR 
10.00 am               Tony Dean RIP  Ada and Peter Parkes     FOLK GROUP 
11 00 a.m  {ȅǊƻ aŀƭŀōŀǊ wƛǘŜ aŀǎǎ ƛƴ {ǘ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ  
4.00 pm   Holy Hour for Mission Sunday   
6.00 pm             Brian Trueman RIP       PRAISE BE 
Readings :             Isaiah 53: 10-11; Psalm 32; Hebrews 4: 14-16; Mark 10: 35-45  
     

APF RED BOX APPEAL 
At the two Saturday Masses  Fr Jan Klaver MHM will be making an appeal for the APF 

MISSION RED BOXES and inviting those who do not have one to take one. Then on Sun-
day Clare Colleran will be making the appeal. The APF make  significant  

contributions to the work of dioceses in missionary territories. 

OFFERTORY GIFTS  Thank you for your generous  offerings last week which amounted to £1023.21 online giving 
ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ϻммлл ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ Φ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ hŦŦŜǊǘƻǊȅ ŀƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ϻнмрΦнс ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
who have done the on line giving.  
If you are  putting several weeks collection in at the same time you only need to use ONE envelope. If you wish 
you can send an offering by cheque payable to St Peters Hazel Grove or do a direct transfer to:  
St Peters Hazel Grove at Lloyds Bank 30 15 52 54607668 ƻǊ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ hǊŘŜǊ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ {ǘ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
St Philips Offerton 30 15 52 54674660. 
CHURCH CLEANING IN ST PETERS Team 6 are on duty this week. Volunteers for St Philips are requested 
 

SCOUTS  
Meeting Times for 2nd Hazel Grove Scout Group - St Peter’s Scout Hut  
Brownies - Monday - 6.30pm to 7.45pm  Cubs - Tuesday - 7:00pm - 8:30pm  Guides - Tuesday - 7.45pm to 
9.15pm Beavers - Wednesday - 6:00pm - 7:15pm   Scouts - Wednesday - 7:30pm to 9:00pm  
Contact: samantha.panjeta@ladybrookvalleyscouts.org.uk or ring Samantha on 07748308514 

The Sacrament of  
Reconciliation will be 

celebrated in the  
Sacristy on   
Saturday  

morning  and Friday 
evening during  

Exposition of the 
Blessed  

Sacrament 

 

AUTUMN GROUNDS CLEAR-UP AT ST PETER  
We are having another morning clearing the church grounds on Saturday November 9th, starting at 9.00am. 

Would all those who are interested in helping please add your names to the list in the church porch (for cater-
ing purposes). Please bring rakes, brushes, shovels, leaf blowers, pruning tools, barrows and trugs, as available. 

    Hopefully there should be less to do than last spring! 
 

VACANCIES IN OUR SCHOOLS 
ST. PHILIPS CATHOLIC PRIMAY SCHOOL Do you like reading? St Philip's Catholic Primary School needs you! We 
are looking for volunteers, who can spare a couple of hours a week to read with our children.  
If you are able to support us then please contact admin@st-philips.stockport.sch.uk.  
 

ST PHILIP’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL is seeking to appoint a committed colleague to the position of teaching 
assistant. We are looking for a hardworking, caring and highly motivated individual to join a warm and friendly 
team. Visit our website for more information www.stphilipsstockport.co.uk  
 

ST JAMES’ CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL—¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ƻŦ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
highly motivated teacher of Religious Education to start in January 2025 or sooner. For more information visit 
www.stjamescheadle.co.uk/jobs. 
 

ST PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL have a vacancy for a 1 to 1 Teaching Assistant please see our website under  
vacancies for further details. 
 

EXAM INVIGILATORS: Harrytown Catholic High School are currently recruiting Exam Invigilators. Please visit the 
school website for more information ς www.harrytownschool.org  
 

ALL HALLOWS CATHOLIC COLLEGE MACCLESFIELD are looking to appoint a  chaplain as soon  as possible. The de-
tails are on the notice board in the porch.  If you wish you can arrange a informal chat with Michelle Garvey 
m.garvey@allhallows.org.uk  
ST SIMONS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Wednesday 16th October, we are hosting an open afternoon, from 1.30-3pm , for any local families whose child is 
due to start reception or nursery in September 2025. This is an opportunity for parents to see ,first hand, our 
wonderful school and to meet staff and children, who make St Simon's the special place that it is. Pl ease share 
the date and time with anyone you know who may be interested. 
 

HAZEL GROVE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ - please see notice in the porch or in the Parish Centre. 
 

HOLOCAUST STUDY DAY - please see notice at the back of Church 

XAVERIAN COLLEGE OPEN DAYS - Please see poster at the back of Church 
 

STOCKPORT FOODBANK are in need of a Operations Coordinator, please see notice at the back of Church  
 
 

ASSISTED DYING LECTURE 
 

This lecture will be held at the Mercure Manchester Piccadilly Hotel, Portland Street, Manchester M1 4PH from 
7:30pm - 9pm on Tuesday 22nd October and the speaker, Dr Dominic Whitehouse, who is a palliative care con-
sultant currently working in a hospice in Sussex, will be explaining why a change in the law would be harmful to 
patients, doctors and to society.  
Please register if you wish to attend www.spuc.org.uk/assisted-suicide-lectures 
 

The Prime Minister has pledged to have a vote on assisted suicide and Lord Falconer has already tabled a Private 
Members' Bill in the House of Lords.  Labour M.P. Kim Leadbetter has drawn  first in the Private Members Bill bal-
lot and has announced that she will table an Assisted Suicide Bill in the House of Commons and this should be be-
ŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 

FROM FR PETER 

We had a training day about Safeguarding on Thursday which explains why there was no Mass  that day. Safe-
ƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ LŦ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ Ǿƻƭǳƴπ
teers to fill in forms then it is for this good reason. Anne Rogowski is our Parish Safeguarding Officer. 

        Fr Peter 

mailto:samantha.panjeta@ladybrookvalleyscouts.org.uk
mailto:admin@st-philips.stockport.sch.uk
http://www.stphilipsstockport.co.uk/
http://www.harrytownschool.org


 
 
 

ADVENT RETREAT DAY ON SATURDAY 30 NOVEMBER 
There will be an Advent Retreat Day in our parish centre, when you can enjoy a bit of space and time to con-
sider and prepare for the season of Advent, which starts the following day. Mary Hardiman will lead us in a 
day entitled 'Who is the New Born King to you?’ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ how we can prepare for His 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ²ƻƴŘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƻǊΣ tǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
other descriptions from Old Testament prophets mean to us today. 
Come on Saturday, 30 November for a 9.30am start όǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪŜǘǘƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΤ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
have Mass at noon in church. Back to the parish centre after Mass to eat your packed lunchΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜŀǊ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
afternoon reflection. We aim to finish around 4pm. This is an annual event which is always popular, so do plan 
to come and enjoy both the spiritual and the social elements. All are welcom  

 
 

HEALING MASS AND LUNCH 
St Peter's Helpers are hosting a Healing Mass (with the Sacrament of the Sick) on Saturday, 19 October at 
12.00 noon.  This will be followed by lunch (Cottage pie and gateaux) at 1.00 pm in the Parish Centre.  Every-
one is welcome to attend the Mass but you must let Margaret (07504 708981) know by Friday, 04 October if 
you wish to join us for the meal.  Numbers are limited so places will be allocated on a first-come first-served 
basis.  As usual, there is no charge for attending but there will be an opportunity for you to make a contribu-
tion towards the cost of the meal if you wish. 
 
 

BISHOP’S VISITATION 
Bishop Davies will be making a Visitation to the parish on Sunday November 24thτthe Feast of Christ the 
King. I expect he will celebrate and preach at all the Masses and if anyone wishes to see him personally then 
let Fr Peter know and he will make the necessary arrangements. He will also be visiting our primary schools 
around the same time. 
 

SPY (St Peter’s Youth) meet again TODAY Sunday 13th October after 6 PM Mass in the parish centre. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƻ 
and get involved for young people who might also be interested in being confirmed (year 8 upwards) 
We look forward to seeing familiar faces and welcoming many new ones. 
Start time: 7pm 
[ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ tŀǊƛǎƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ CƛƴƛǎƘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΥ уΦолǇƳ ²Ŝ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘΦ 
We put on a range of ice breakers, games, gospel time along with other fun things each month. Two of the 
best things to come from the group is making new friendships and helping our youth grow in their faith jour-
ney. Looking forward to seeing you all 
Dates for the remainder of 2024 - save the dates 
Sunday 10th November Sunday 24th November 6 PM Youth Mass for the Feast of Christ the King. 
Sunday 8th December 
 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Bookings are being taken for Flame 2025 at Wembley next year. All details and enquiries to  the Youth Officer 
sandyfairley@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
 

CARDS 
Hand made birthday, occasion AND CHRISTMAS cards will be on sale in the Parish Centre after the 08.30 and 
10.00 Masses TODAY and on Sunday, 27 October, 10 November, 17 November, 24 November, 01 December, 
08 December, 15 December and 22 December.  The cards are good quality and reasonably priced (50p - £2.50) 
and many can be personalised on request.  All proceeds are used to support good causes within the local com-
munity so why not take the opportunity to buy your cards AND make a charitable donation at the same time.   
There will also be some packs available to make your own Christmas cards and Gift tags priced at £8 (will 
make over 20 cards/tags).  Why not make some with the children/grandchildren over half term? 
Thank you for your support. 
 
FOOTSTEPS EVENT ON THURSDAY 7 NOVEMBER 
The next event in our programme of inspiring talks will be on Thursday 7 November at 7.30pm in the parish 
centre with Mary Hardiman. Always a captivating and thought provoking speaker, she will be looking at 
what forgiveness means, what Jesus has to say and do about it and how we can apply his teaching in our lives. 
Challenging but necessary, she believes! Mary is from our own parish and has regularly drawn large audiences 
at Footsteps. Her counselling work currently involves dealing with trauma in two North West prisons, which 
she finds extremely fulfilling. This will bring another dimension to what she will talk about with us. We'd love 
to welcome you to join with other Christians in our informal, relaxed, café-style setting with drinks and nibbles 
all to help us on our faith journey. (And if you missed the last Footsteps event with the Bishop of Stockport, 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ άtǳǊǇƭŜ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 
https://stpeterscatholic.church/gallery/.) 
 
ST PETERS BOOK CLUB discuss our next book choices, we are meeting to have dinner at Topkapi in Hazel Grove at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 15th October, if anyone would like to join us please contact Alison McGarr on 07792 107152. 
 

The next RCIA meeting will be on 21st October 7.00pm in the sacristy 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Fr Timothy Radcliffe, a Dominican Priest who has been named a cardinal by Pope Fran-
ŎƛǎΦ ²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭǎΣ bƛŎƘƻƭƭǎΣ wƻŎƘŜΣ CƛǘȊƎŜǊŀƭŘ ŀƴŘ wŀŘŎƭƛŦŦŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ CǊ wŀŘŎƭƛŦŦŜΩǎ 
meditations given at the ongoing Synod in Rome on the Vatican News website www.vaticannews.va and then 
click on Synod24 

Your prayers are asked for: 
LATELY DECEASED  Vera Atherton - whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated here on Tuesday October 15th at 12 
noon. Graham Kingston  whose Requiem Mass will be here at 1 PM on Friday 18th October followed by crema-
tion at Stockport crematorium at 2.30 PM., and Ian Drury whose funeral will be at 2 00 p.m. on Monday   
October 21st 
 
 

Anniversaries that occur around this time: Canon John Roper, Patrick Green, Terry Maguire, Kathleen Kay, Mar-
garet Ord, Christopher Purcell, John Warren Catherine Kennedy, Alfred Heald, Barrie Hart, Francis Mahon, Alison 
Able, Ada Parkes, Veronica Driffield, Alice Brook, Teresa Dakin, Elizabeth Miskell, Alice Brook, Teresa Dakin, Ken-
neth Burgess, Tommy Smart, Ken James, Bernard Cooke, Emile Ludwilla, Brian Burgess, Christina Nolan. 
 

SICK remembering, all the sick in the parish especially those in our hospitals and nursing homes.  We also 
 remember those who are housebound and are unable to come to Mass.   
 

BAPTISM  We welcome into our Parish Community Rhian Elysse Ghita who was Baptised here last Sunday  
 
 

BAPTISMS COURSE 
Baptism preparation course.  The next  course will be 20th Oct and 3rd Nov . Please contact Karen on justa-
sec55@hotmail.com if you would like to book a place. The course is an opportunity to reflect on the parent's 
role as the first teachers of the faith and to meet other families who are also preparing for their child's baptism . 
 

PRAYER INTENTIONS: ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ΩǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊǎΩ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘŜŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀ ΨǾƛǊǘǳŀƭΩ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ  
parish Website. 
 
Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) Mark 10:17-30 
 
Jesus was setting out on a journey when a man ran up, knelt before him and put this question to him, 'Good 
master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?' Jesus said to him, 'Why do you call me good? No one is good but 
God alone. You know the commandments: You must not kill; You must not commit adultery; You must not steal; 
You must not bring false witness; You must not defraud; Honour your father and mother.' And he said to him, 
'Master, I have kept all these from my earliest days'. Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him, and he said, 
'There is one thing you lack. Go and sell everything you own and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.' But his face fell at these words and he went away sad, for he was a 
man of great wealth. Jesus looked round and said to his disciples, 'How hard it is for those who have riches to 
enter the kingdom of God!' The disciples were astounded by these words, but Jesus insisted, 'My children,' he 
said to them 'how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.' They were more astonished than ever. 'In that case' 
they said to one another 'who can be saved?' Jesus gazed at them. 'For men' he said 'it is impossible, but not for 
God: because everything is possible for God.' Peter took this up. 'What about us?' he asked him. 'We have left 
everything and followed you.' Jesus said, 'I tell you solemnly, there is no one who has left house, brothers, sis-
ters, father, children or land for my sake and for the sake of the gospel who will not be repaid a hundred times 
over, houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and land - not without persecutions - now in this present time 
and, in the world to come, eternal life. 
 
1.  Spend some time quietly reading and rereading the passage. 
2.  Note the words/phrases that draw your attention.  
3.  Imagine the scene ς ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΧΦΦ 
     ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΣ ŦŜŜƭΧΦΦΚ 
4.  Spend time in conversation with Jesus. 
 
For Conversation: 
The implications for daily living when we journey with Jesus. 
 
BEREAVEMENT GROUP 
Our next  event will be on Tuesday 25th October at 2.00 pm in the Meeting Room, when we will once again be 
entertained by the No Notes featuring our very own John Love. There will of course be refreshments.  
If you would like any further information please contact the office admin@stpetershazelgrove.org.uk or ring 
Helen 07854928072. You are welcome to come to the group no matter how recently or in the past you have lost 
a loved one. 
Raffle of hand carved and painted Robin/ Wren / Mouse. Many thanks to all who bought tickets.  The winners 
were  L.Morris, M.Hanley, T.Thiele.  
£128 was raised and will be used to support activities of the St.Peter's Helpers and the Bereavement Group.   
 
 

WALSINGHAM 
I am organising a pilgrimage to Walsingham again in 2025. The pilgrimage will be from Monday 16th June to 
Thursday 19th June 2025. Transport and half board accommodation are included as well as an organised pro-
gramme of services. At the moment I estimate the cost will be approximately £440 per person, though this is not 
finalised. Peter Henshaw 
 

“GREAT ARE YOU LORD”(Psalm 104) - You are welcome to join us for a Holy Hour with worship music, scripture 
readings and testimony in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament at {ǘ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ Iŀƭƭ wƻŀŘΣ 
Handforth, SK9 3AD on Sunday 3rd November 2024, 7.30pm-8.30pm followed by refreshments in the hall. 

https://stpeterscatholic.church/gallery/
mailto:justasec55@hotmail.com
mailto:justasec55@hotmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A Pastoral Letter  
On the Threat of Assisted Suicide  

To be read at all Masses on Sunday 13 th October 2024  

My dear brothers and sisters,  

This week an óassisted suicideô Bill will be introduced into Parliament. The 

Bill will seek to remove the legal safeguards which have long protected some 

of the most vulnerable members of society to allow medically assisted sui-

cide. The government has indicated it will provide time for this legislation 

which will be considered on a free vote. It is hard to fathom why this pro-

posal is such an urgent priority and why parliament will proceed in haste 

even voting before Christmas. This is especially troubling when we recall 

that due to its dangers, assisted suicide was overwhelmingly rejected by the 

House of Commons only nine years agoi.  

The proposal to be put before Parliament poses the same dangers and chal-

lenges the same moral foundations on which our laws have been based. In to-

dayôs Gospel, a young man affirms he has kept the Ten Commandments from 

his earliest days. For inscribed into the human heart from the beginning is the 

command: ñYou shall not killòii. This prohibition safeguards a great good 

which has led us to value and hold human life sacred. We can say that from 

the beginning, this command has formed our society at its best in the care of 

the sick, the aged and the most vulnerable.  

The decision MPs are about to make is heralded as a historic vote because it 

threatens a momentous change to society in both its care and attitude to the 

sick and the aged. This change could be decided within a matter of weeks, al-

lowing our parliamentary representatives little time to consider the enormity 

of the moral choice. I am therefore asking you to take urgent action in con-

tacting your Member of Parliament to express opposition to this dangerous 

proposal and to urge that greater support and resources be given to end of 

life, palliative care. It is surely a scandal, that Hospices, providing pain relief 

and care for those at the end of their lives, are often left in financial deficit 

and need.   

As we see populations ageing across western countries with a diminished number of 

younger people to support them, this is an especially dangerous moment for politi-

cians to open the door to euthanasia: the medical killing of the sick, the disabled and 

the elderly. We already hear of a social duty to end our lives when we become a bur-

den to others. This is not the kind of society in which we would wish to grow old or 

become vulnerable! If medical professionals, now sworn to protect the lives of pa-

tients, become those who assist in killing and suicide, how will our relationship 

change to those we look to for help and care? This is, indeed, a dark and sinister path 

on which we could be embarking before Christmas 2024.  

The pre-Christian mind may have thought it reasonable to dispose of a human life, yet, 

through the Christian Centuries we have seen how the command ñYou shall not kill,ò 

has protected the most vulnerable and led society to generously care for those at the 

end of their lives. The Churchôs Catechism explains how discontinuing burdensome, 

extraordinary or disproportionate medical procedures and using pain relief to alleviate 

the suffering of the dying, even at risk of shortening their days, can stand in harmony 

with this commandiii. Yet, these considerations in genuine medical care belong to a 

different moral universe to deliberately killing another human being or assisting some-

one to commit suicide.  

iii Cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church No. 2279  

Let us pray that a decisive rejection of the proposal being placed before Parliament 

will lead society to affirm the value of human life anew, by devoting ourselves more 

generously to the support of the aged; to the relief of suffering and to truly assisting 

those at the end of their lives. I ask you not to delay in contacting your Member of 

Parliament, whose postal and e-mail address can be found in the parish newsletter to-

day.  

 

United with you in this witness to the Gospel of Life,  

+Mark 

Bishop of Shrewsbury 

Today, I must also warn where crossing the moral boundary set by the command ñYou 

shall not killò will lead. Elsewhere in the world we have seen how similar laws per-

mitting medical professionals to assist their patients in suicide have been extended 

wider and wider to encompass those with mental health problems and even young 

children. We have witnessed a similar trajectory since the Abortion Act of 1967: ini-

tially agreed by Parliament to address óhard casesô, this law has been tragically re-

sponsible for the destruction of many millions of human lives 


