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POPE’S INTENTIONS 
DECEMBER 2023 

FOR PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES: 

We pray that people 
living with disabilities 
may be at the centre 
of attention in soci-
ety,and that institu-

tions may offer inclu-
sive programmes 
which value their 

active participation 

THE WORD  
 OF GOD 

FIRST READING: 
ISAIAH 61:1-2. 

10-11 
 

PSALM LUKE 1: 
MY SOUL  

REJOICES IN MY 
GOD 

 
SECOND READING: 
1 THESSALONIANS 

5: 16-24  
 
 

GOSPEL  
ACCLAMATION  
 Jesus is Lord  

ALLELUIA! 
Jesus shall 

come, ALLELUIA! 
Go out into the 

world  
Jesus shall 

come 
 Alleluia 

Take the Good 
news to the 

poor 
Jesus shall 

come, ALLELUIA! 
Jesus is Lord  

ALLELUIA! 
Jesus shall 

come, ALLELUIA! 
 ALLELUIA! 

  

GOSPEL READNG: 
JOHN 1: 6-8. 

19-28 

OFFERTORY GIFTS Thank you for your generous offerings last week which amounted to £1200.15 Online giving last month 
came to around £1100 per week . Thank you to those who are putting their Offertory envelopes through the door and to 
those who have done the on line giving. St. Philips Offertory amounted to £134.05 plus £340 from direct debits during the 
month of November. We also received   £287.18 through the card machine 

If you are  putting several weeks collection in at the same time you only need to use one envelope. . If you wish you can 
send an offering by cheque payable to St Peters Hazel Grove or do a direct transfer to: St Peters Hazel Grove at Lloyds 
Bank 30 15 52 54607668 or set up a Standing Order or for St Philip’s go to St Philips Offerton 30 15 52 54674660. 
If your bank asks for the name of the account it is Shrewsbury Roman Catholic Diocese Trustees with the above  
account number 
CHURCH CLEANING IN ST PETERS Team 5 are on duty this week   Volunteers for St Philips are requested 

ST PHILIP’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
The Admissions Authority at St Philip's have gone out to consultation on the policy for 2025 - 26. Further details 
can be found via the following links. 
Admissions Policy 2025 - 2026 - under consultation | St Philip's Catholic Primary School (stphilipsstockport.co.uk) 
letter-for-admissions.pdf (primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com) 
 
St Peters Scouts and Guides group  NEEDS you!   

You can make all the difference Help young people in Hazel Grove step up and dream big.#skillsforlife 
If you are free for 2 hours on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday evening, contact Samantha Panjeta. 2nd Hazel 
Grove Scout Leader on 07748308514 or email samantha.panjeta@ladybrookvalleyscouts.org.uk for Cubs (Tuesday) and 
Scouts (Wednesday) or Liz Luddington for Brownies (Monday  
 
CAFOD's Christmas Fun Run is back this year on Wednesday 27th December in Bollington, Maccles-
field. Is there a keen runner in our Parish who could take part and collect sponsorship from fellow parishioners? 
Or maybe you could get a team of budding runners (or walkers!) to take part. Individual, child and family regis-
trations are available. To register, visit: https://cafod.org.uk/christmasfunrun 
We are also in urgent need of volunteers to help out on the day: https://cafod.org.uk/volunteer/volunteering-
opportunities/short-term-volunteering There is a form at the back of Church if you would like to Sponsor Tim 
Smart who is doing the run 
ST PETER’S BOOK CLUB 
We would like to recommend the following books: 
Behind the Scenes at the Museum by Kate Atkinson - this is Kate Atkinson's debut novel and it is a fantastic epic 
that chronicles the lives of four generations of women from the late 1800's  to 1992. It is set in York and it de-
picts working-class life spanning two World Wars with a particular focus on the lives of women and the choices 
they were forced to make. Lonesome Dove by Larry McMurty - this is a Western, it won the 1986 Pullitzer Prize 
for Fiction  and it is based on the lives of several retired Texas Rangers who attempt to drive a cattle herd from 
Texas to Montana in the late 1870's. A story that is rich in detail and surprisingly warm, likeable charac-
ters. Homecoming by Kate Morton - set in Adelaide in 1959, a body is discovered and the case goes cold until 
sixty years later. This is described as an epic novel that spans generations and asks us what we would do for 
those we love? 
Black Butterflies by Priscilla Morton  - set in 1992 and the siege of Sarajevo, Zora, an artist and a teacher, sends 
her husband, mother and daughter to safety in England and stays behind while the city falls. 
 
ST PETER’S CENTENARY GIN 
If you wish to purchase a bottle of Centenary Gin then use the following link and providing you order it by Thurs-
day and click on COLLECT  it will be delivered here at St Peters by the following weekend. You will receive an e 
mail saying its ready for collection from the shop but ignore that, it will be brought to the presbytery and kept 
safe for you—honest! Thank you to all of those who have purchased already and thereby helped the parish! 
What better excuse do you need to have a drink? 

FOR THOSE LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS PRESENTS GO TO........... 
https://www.stockport-gin.com/stpeters 
 
       CHRISTMAS MASS TIMETABLE  

MASSES FOR DECEMBER 25th  CHRISTMAS DAY AT ST PETER’S 

Christmas Eve at 6 00 p.m. Children’s Mass with TOAST  and 10 00 p.m. With carols from 9 30 p.m. 

Christmas Day at 8 30, 10 00 (Family Mass) and 11 30 a.m. NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY  

CHRISTMAS DAY  AT ST PHILIP’S 

Christmas Eve at 8 00 p.m and the Syro Malabar Community will have Mass at 11 30 p.m. 

Christmas Day at 10 00 a.m. 
 
I said that cup  tie against Aldershot was a banana  skin and so it came to pass!!  Have a good week with all the 
shopping etc!!                                  Fr Peter 

The Sacrament of  
Reconciliation will be 

celebrated in the  
Sacristy on  Friday 

evening and  
Saturday  

morning during  
Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

ADVENT WEEK 3 
 Divine Office Psalter Week 3 

 ALL MASSES FROM ST PETERS WILL                                                                                                   
BE AVAILABLE ON THE LIVE STREAM www.churchservices.tv/stockport 

 

Saturday  16th  December 2023   
11– 11.45 pm   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by Benediction 
12 Noon        Neil Davies RIP 
6.00 pm        Mass at St. Philips  -Sheila Smith—Thank you  
Readings:          Ecclesiasticus 48: 1-4.9-11; Psalm 79; Matthew 17: 10-13 
Sunday 17th December 2023 - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
8.30  am        People of the Parish          
10.00  am         Stanley MacGlashan RIP     JUNIOR CHOIR   
11 00 am       St Philips Mass in Syro Malabar Rite                                 
2 30 pm     PARISH CAROL SERVICE 
6.00 pm             Joseph Erinjeri RIP      PIANO    
Readings:          Isaiah 61: 1-2. 10-11; Psalm Luke 1: 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24  
                            John 1: 6-8. 19-28            
Monday 18th December 2023 
12 Noon             Christine O’Gara RIP 
Readings:           Jeremiah 23: 5-8; Psalm 71; Matthew 1: 18-24 
Tuesday 19th December 2023 -  
12 Noon          Mary Morrel RIP  
Readings:         Judges 13: 2-7. 24-25; Psalm 70; Luke 1: 5-25 
Wednesday 20th December 2023 
9.15 am          Mass at St. Philips—Charles Lancashire Snr. and Grace Lancashire RIP   
12 noon         Service of Word and Communion  
Readings:         Isaiah 7: 10-14; Psalm 23; Luke 1: 26-38 
 7 00 p.m.   Christmas Carol Service for Stepping Hill Hospital 
Thursday 21st  December 2023 - - St. Peter Casnisius    
12 Noon          Charles Lancashire RIP 
Readings:           Song of Songs 2: 8-14; Psalm 32; Luke 1: 39-45 
Friday 22nd  December 2023  
12 Noon:            Jodie Turton and Josephine Senior—Christmas Memories 
6.00 - 8.00 pm  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  (CONFESSIONS UNTIL 7 00 p.m.) 
Readings :          1 Samuel1: 24-28; Psalm 1 Samuel 2; Luke 1: 46-56 
Saturday  23rd  December 2023   
11– 11.45 pm   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by Benediction 
12 Noon         James Cox RIP 
6.00 pm         Mass at St. Philips  - People of the Parish 
6.00 pm             St Peters  - Polish Mass 
Readings:          Malachi 3; 1-4. 23-24; Psalm 24; Luke 1: 57-66 
Sunday 24th December 2023 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
8.30  am       Matthew Brazier RIP -Birthday Memories  ORGAN     
10.00  am        Rene and Paulette Stoer RIP              FOLK GROUP   
11 00 am      St Philips Mass in Syro Malabar Rite                  
Readings:        2 Samuel 7: 1-5. 8-12. 14.16; Psalm 88: 2 Romans 16: 25-27   
          DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS 

READERS AND EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS ARE ASKED TO VOLUTEER THEIR 
SERVICES FOR NEXT WEEKEND VIA THE USUAL CHANNELKS 

The Christmas readers' rota is now up and running for the Christmas Day Masses at 8.30, 10 
and 11.30am.  If you are available, please sign up the usual way. 

 

https://www.stphilipsstockport.co.uk/admissions-policy-2025-2026-under-consultation/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-philips-catholic-primary-school/UploadedDocument/818f3163-2692-4448-8678-c9d97b1e1332/letter-for-admissions.pdf
mailto:samantha.panjeta@ladybrookvalleyscouts.org.uk
https://cafod.org.uk/christmasfunrun
https://cafod.org.uk/volunteer/volunteering-opportunities/short-term-volunteering
https://cafod.org.uk/volunteer/volunteering-opportunities/short-term-volunteering
https://www.stockport-gin.com/stpeters


Your prayers are asked for   
RECENTLY DECEASED  Tony di Georgio whose funeral will be at St Philips  on 27th December at 11.00 am  
Anniversaries that occur around this time: Stanley MacGlashan, Leo Ellison, Daniel Blakeley, Anne Fahey, 
Mary Morrell, Colin Hyde, Kate Greene, Alan Schofield, Elizabeth Maglioclo, Mary Tallis, Maureen McCon-
ville, Sally Samways, Vera Rhodes. 
Sick: remembering, all the sick in the parish especially those in our hospitals and nursing homes.  We also 
remember those who are housebound and are unable to come to Mass.  We remember especially Fr Bill 
Fitzgerald from Holy Spirit Marple who has had  heart  surgery this week 
 

PRAYER INTENTIONS: We have a team of ’prayer warriors’ who will pray for your intentions at this time, send 
your intentions to the parish office and they will be forwarded. You can also light a ‘virtual’ candle on the 
parish Website 
 

3RD  SUNDAY IN ADVENT (YEAR B) John 1:6-8, 19-28 
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so 
that everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. This is 
how John appeared as a  witness. When the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 'Who 
are you?' he not only declared, but he declared quite openly, 'I am not the Christ'. 'Well then,' they asked 
'are you Elijah? ''I am not' he said. 'Are you the Prophet? 'He answered, 'No'. So they said to him, 'Who are 
you? We must take back an answer to those who sent us. What have you to say about yourself?' So John 
said, 'I am, as Isaiah prophesied: a voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a straight way for the Lord' Now 
these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further question to him, 'Why are you baptis-
ing if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the prophet?' John replied, 'I baptise with water; but 
there stands among you - unknown to you - the one who is coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his 
sandal-strap'. This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, where John was baptising. 
 
For Conversation  
1.  Spend some time quietly reading and rereading the passage, noting the words/phrases that draw 
 your attention. 
2.       Picture the scene… John appearing as a witness… his 
looks, his manner, his way of speaking, his confidence, his hu-
mility… Note the responses of people towards him…notice the 
thoughts and feelings he          
3. In prayer, ask for the grace to discern the ways in which 

God is callingyou to witness to his coming. 
 
For Conversation: 
How you/your community might wait in joyful hope these Ad-
vent days 
 
BEREAVEMENT GROUP Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 12th January at 2.00 pm when we will be having Re-
flection and Refreshments, after that we will meet on 26th January for an   If you would like any further information 
please contact the office admin@stpetershazelgrove.org.uk or ring Helen 07854928072.  
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSE The dates for the next course will be 7th and 21st January 2024. Please 
contact justasec55@hotmail.com to book a place on the course . The course is an opportunity to reflect on 
the parent's role as the first teachers of the faith and to meet other families who are also preparing for their 
child's baptism.  
 
SAVE THE DATES 
REFLECTIONS ON THE HOLY LAND - John McKay and Jonathan Goodfellow recently visited the Holy Land 
arriving back 2 days before the terrible events of October 7th. Come and hear something  of their reflec-
tions as they experienced this beautiful land through the lens of John’s Gospel. Thursday 18th January 7.30 
PM in the Parish Centre. All welcome. 
FINDING NEW LIFE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.  
Most people find the Old Testament rather dead, but we know it should be important. How are we to find 
God’s voice in such an ancient and obscure (let’s be honest) book? 
Come and See! - a journey across the desert with David O’Neill. Everyone welcome starting on Thursday 
25th January 7.30 PM - 9 PM in the Parish Centre.  
(Save the dates;- Series 1 - starts on Thursday 25th January; 1st February and then will continue during 
Lent on Thursdays 22nd + 29th February; 7th + 14th March.)  
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE - 
ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO GET INTO THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 

The Parish Carol Service will take place TODAY Sunday December 17th at  2 30 p.m. in church. This is al-
ways a special occasion so come along and bring somebody with you. 
 
CARITAS SHREWSBURY 
The current Impact Report which can also be seen on their website https://www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk/about/
impact-reports/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PIETY STALL 
We have a new selection of cards for all occasions for sale in the Piety Stall, Baptism, Communion,  
Confirmation, Sympathy  and many others. 
 

We are very much in need of new helpers to serve in the Piety Stall for a few minutes before and after the 
8.30 and 10.00 am Masses. If you could spare any time please contact the Parish Office or speak to one of the 
helpers who  generously give their time at the moment. 
 
   
NOT GOT OTHER PLANS ON CHRISTMAS DAY? 
You are invited to enjoy a traditional, home cooked Christmas lunch with all the trimmings, free of charge, at 
Hazel Grove Methodist Church, Wesley Street, Stockport SK7 4JQ from 12 noon until 4pm on Monday 25 De-
cember. 
Come on your own or with a neighbour, friend or family member. Children are welcome, indeed ALL are wel-
come! Transport can be arranged if necessary. Please book early (ideally by 18 Dec) by leaving your contact 
details for Marion by phone on 07731 840466 
or by Email: bookings@hazelgrovemethodists.co.uk and someone will be in touch with you. 
 

CARDS Birthday,  Occasion and Christmas cards will be available after the 08.30 and 10.00 Masses on 17th  
December.  The cards are all handmade and reasonably priced (50p - £2.50).  All of the proceeds go to charities 
and other good causes mostly in the local area so this is a good chance to obtain individual cards and help oth-
ers at the same time.  Many of the cards can be personalised with names / ages etc if required.  Thank you for 
your ongoing support. 
 

 
STOCKPORT LIBRARIES  
Do you or someone you know struggle to visit the library due to health issues or caring commitments? 
Stockport’s Home Library Service can deliver your choice of books, talking books and DVDs direct to your door in the 
Stockport area completely free of charge. 
For more information please contact us on 0161 474 5600 or homelibraryservice@stockport.gov.uk and speak to one of 
our friendly members of staff. 
 
UNDERSTANDING AUTISM GROUP 
Save The Date :  Church Open Afternoon, January 27th 2024, 2.00pm - 4.00pm 
For most of us, we look forward to our church Christmas services, the music, crowds in church, different ser-
vices, the flowers, the lights all add to an excitement in church. But for some people, just one of these factors 
will result in increased anxiety and coming into church may be really difficult. 
On Saturday 27th January we will be opening the church for anyone who would like a calm, Autism friendly 
visit. Join us in sensory prayer. Enjoy some refreshments. More details to follow 
 

ST PETER’S HELPERS  
What a busy week!!!  It must be a sign that Christmas is coming.  Thank you to everyone who helped in any way 
with our two events. 
If you would like to become a helper next year, please register your interest here  
https://sites.google.com/view/st-peters-helpers/register-to-volunteer  
or email stpetershelpers@gmail.com 
  
Goody bags (Sunday, 10th) 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the preparation, packing and delivering of these items to our 
guests.  The bags contained: a Parish Christmas card and prayer card, a card showing the dates for our activities 
in 2024, cards from our three primary schools, cards from SPY, a pot planted with crocus bulbs by our three pri-
mary schools, a small box (some made by SPY) of chocolates and five or more baked items 
 
However, a special thanks must go to our unsung heroes in the Parish who never let us down when we ask for 
baked items.  You really excelled yourselves this time!  We could not do this without you and the recipients 
really appreciate the home baked items. 
 
Christmas Lunch (Tuesday, 12th) 
Again, a huge thank you to everyone involved.  This really is a mammoth undertaking involving large numbers 
of parishioners in both the obvious and the behind the scene tasks.  The meal, by Reflections of High Lane, was 
excellent and our guests were all highly complimentary.  (They really do a good job at very reasonable 
prices.)  Thank you also to Morrison's who provided the mince pies which we enjoyed with our teas and coffees 
at the end of our meal.   
 
Our particular thanks to Fr Peter who subsidises the meals so that we can include everyone.  Special thanks to 
St Simon's choir and Year 2 from St Peter's who kept us entertained with Christmas carols and songs while we 
ate.  Thank you to the students from Aquinas and St James's who helped in many ways including serving the 
meals.  Last, but by no means least, thank you to all those parishioners who helped with: shopping, setting up 
and decorating the hall, serving meals and drinks, making sandwiches to keep our helpers going, providing 
backing music for the choirs, selling raffle tickets, transporting our guests, clearing tables, washing up, packing 
away and tidying the hall etc etc etc!  I hope I have not left anyone out as we really appreciate all your efforts. 
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