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FIRST READING 
ISAIAH 2; 1-5 

 

PSALM 121 
I REJOICED WHEN I 

HEARD THEM SAY: “LET 
US GO TO GOD’S 

HOUSE” 
 

SECOND READING: 
ROMANS 13: 11-14: 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
JESUS IS LORD ALLELUIA 

JESUS SHALL COME  
ALLELUIA 

STAY AWAKE AND BE 
PREPARED 

BE READY TO GREET THE 
LORD 

 
GOSPEL READING: 

MATTHEW 24; 37-44 

The Sacrament of  
Reconciliation 

will be celebrated in 
the sacristy on  

Saturdays during  
Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

THE WORD OF 
GOD 

POPE’S INTENTIONS FOR 2022 
FOR  DECEMBER 

FOR CHILDREN WHO SUFFER 
We pray for children who are 

suffering, especially those who 
are homeless, orphans and 
victims of war. May they be 

guaranteed access to education 
and the opportunity to  

experience family affection. 
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DO NOT COME 
TO CHURCH IF 

YOU HAVE ANY  
SYMPTOMS - 

SNEEZING, 
COUGHING, 

SORE THROAT 
ETC 

The Son of 
Man is coming 
at an hour you 
do not expect 

   Advent week I 
Divine Office Psalter Week 1                                              

ALL MASSES FROM ST PETERS WILL                                                                                               
 BE AVAILABLE ON THE LIVE STREAM 

www.churchservices.tv/stockport 
Saturday 26th November 2022  
11.00 –11.45 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament finishing with Benediction                       
12 Noon        Francis Binnie RIP 
6.00 pm            Mass at St. Phillips -  Deceased Members of the Savage Family 
6.00 pm            Mass in Polish 
Readings:     Apocalypse 22: 1-7; Psalm 94: Luke 21: 34-36 
      

Sunday 27th November 2022 –  THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A 
  8.30 am    People of the Parish 
10.00 am         Elizabeth  Burke RIP 
 6.00 pm          Peter Smith RIP 
Readings:    Isaiah 2: 1-5; Psalm 121: Romans 13: 11-14: Matthew 24: 37-44 

 
Monday  28th November 2022  
12 Noon     Harry Dawson RIP  
Reading:     Isaiah 2: 1-5; Psalm 121; Matthew 8: 5-11 
 

Tuesday 29th November 2022  
12 Noon    Graham Wallworth     
Readings:       Isaiah 11: 1-10; Psalm 71; Luke 10: 21-24                                                       
 

Wednesday 30th November 2022 – St. Andrew      
9.15 am    Mass at St Philips - Ramond Oliver Intention 
12 Noon     Service of Word and Communion 
Readings:        Romans 10: 9-18; Psalm 18; Matthew 4; 18-22 
                          

Thursday 1st December 2022  
12 Noon      Service of Word and Communion 
Readings :        Isaiah 26: 1-6; Psalm 117; Matthew 7: 21.24-27 
          

Friday 2nd December  2022  
12 Noon      Hughie Travers RIP 
6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Readings:         Isaiah 29: 17-24; Psalm 26; Matthew 9: 27-31 
 

Saturday 3rd December 2022—St. Francis Xavier 
11.00 –11.45 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament finishing with Benediction                       
12 Noon        Harry Walker RIP 
6.00 pm            Mass at St. Phillips -  John Grogan RIP 
6.00 pm            Mass in Polish 
Readings:     Isaiah 30: 19-21.23-26: Psalm 146; Matthew 9: 35-10: 1. 6-8 
  DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR ALL MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 
      

Sunday 4th December –  THE SECONDSUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  8.30 am    People of the Parish 
10.00 am         Norah Dennenheyt Intention 
 6.00 pm          Martha Armstrong 
Readings:    Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 71; Romans15: 4-9; Matthew 3: 1-12 
 

WELCOME TO ADVENT 
This weekend sees the beginning of Advent—a time of preparation for Christmas. Un-
fortunately the retail sector has been celebrating Christmas since well before Hal-
lowe’en. Nevertheless let us try and make this season just a bit different. There is a 
website ‘Thinking Faith which as a series of reflections on the daily Advent readings 
which you can find at https://thinkingfaith.org/articles/advent-week-1. You could 
also come along to part of Exposition on Friday evenings in church for a quiet time be-
fore the Blessed Sacrament. Just make Advent a bit different to what is going on 
around us. 

Mary Mother of 

God 

Local Missionary 

area 



Your prayers are asked for                       

Sick -  remembering, all the sick in the parish especially those in our hospitals and nursing homes.  We also re-
member those who are housebound and are unable to come to Mass.  We remember especially young people 
who are sick. Let us also keep in our prayers all those who have care of the sick and the dying at this time often 
putting their own lives at risk in the process. Please remember Mgr Peter O’Neill aretired priest of the diocese 
and a native of Stockport in your prayers as he is gravely ill 
 

Lately Dead.  
Dorothy Morony whose funeral Mass will be on Monday December 5th at 1 00p.m. If you wih to attend the re-
ception after Mass at the Brookdale Theatre Club Bridge Lane Bramhall please contact her daughter Susan on 
07934 256267 o  Email address dorothy.moroney@icloud.com. John Riddiough whose Funeral Service will be at Stock-
port Crematorium on !2th December at 2.30 pm. Monsignor Peter O’Neil who retired as parish priest of St 
Luke’s Frodsham a few years ago and was Vicar General during Bishop Gray’s time and was a native of Stock-
port died last Saturday night. We await his funeral arrangements. and was a a 
 

Anniversaries that occur around this time: Eileen Fleming ,Irene Dalton, Sylvia Lyndale, Eileen Mullen, Christina 
Douglas, Ella Rose Heath, Dick Drain, Carmel Mitchell, Ann Burgess, Mary Selby. 
 

Prayer Intentions  -  We have a team of ’prayer warriors’ who will pray for your intentions at this time, send 
your intentions to the parish office and they will be forwarded. You can also light a ‘virtual’ candle on the parish 
website.  
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First Sunday in Advent (Year A)  Matthew 24:37-44 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'As it was in Noah's day, so will it be when the Son of Man comes.  For in those days 
before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went into 
the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when the Son of 
Man comes.  Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one is 
taken, one left.  'So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming.  You may be 
quite sure of this that if the householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house.  Therefore, you 
too must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
Copyright…1966, 1967 & 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, & Doubleday & Co. Inc. and used by permission. 
 
1. Spend some time quietly reading and re-reading the passage.  Note the words, phrases that draw your 
 heart and mind. 
2. What is Jesus saying to his disciples – to each of us – about waiting, being  
 ready? 
3.       How might you prepare yourself for the coming of Christ – the Christ born in 

Bethlehem, the Christ in our  
          world today, the Christ who will return in glory. 
 
 
For Conversation: 
The sign of hope you/your Community might be in this time of waiting. 

PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAMWe are organising a parish pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 
from May 1st to Thursday May 4th 2023 . Accommodation will be at the shrine and travel will be by coach. 
Booking Forms are now available from St. Peter’s office, the cost is £300 pp, a deposit of £50 pp is required. 
There are only a few places remaining and the price is only secured until December so please book ASAP to 
avoid being disappointed. 
 
BEREAVEMENT GROUP Our next meeting will be on December 6th at 7.00 pm, when  it will be our Advent Ser-
vice, followed by light refreshments in the Parish Centre, If you have not joined us before and would like more 
information please ring Helen on 07854928072 or email the Parish Office admin@stpetershazelgrove.org.uk . 
 

CHRSTMAS TIMETABLE 
CHRISTMAS EVE  CONFESSIONS AT ST PETERS 11.00 a.m.—12 30 p.m. 

Masses at 6 00 p.m. and 10 00 p.m. at St Peter’s and  8 00 p.m. at St Philip’s 
Carols from 9 30 p.m. In St Peters and from 7 30 in St Philip’s 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES at 8 30, 10 00 and 11 30 a.m. at St Peters  
and 10 00 a.m. at St Philip’s 

NEW YEARS DAY MASSES at 10 00 a.m. and 12 noon at St Peters and 10 a.m. at St Philip’s   

IT’S GOING TO BE A BUSY YEAR! 
2023 marks the centenary of the formation of our parish and, to mark this milestone, the Parish Pastoral Team 
have started to plan a number of events for all age groups.  
Would you like to help with the planning? Initially it would involve coming to the next meeting of the PPT which 
will be at 7pm on Monday 9 January.  
If you feel inspired, please send an Email to admin@stpetershazelgrove.org.uk.  
 

ROSARY GROUP  do join us on Tuesday evening 7.30pm in the meeting room to share your intentions and pray the rosary. We’re a 

friendly group and you’ll be made very welcome - beginners especially! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@stpetershazelgrove.org.uk
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HAND MADE CARDS will be on sale after the 08.30 and 10.00 am Masses on the 27th November, 4th,11th and 18th 
December  
 There are cards for many occasions, as well as birthday cards and Christmas cards. The cards are good quality and 
reasonably priced (50p - £2.50), and all of the proceeds are used to support good causes within the Parish.  Thank 
you for your ongoing support. 
 
HOLLY WREATHS  
Colette will be selling fresh holly wreaths,crem pots and door wreaths in the Parish Centre after 8:30am and  
!0:00am masses on 4th and 11th December 
 
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 
We will be displaying Christmas trees in church again this year. We like as many parish groups and schools to take 
part. On Friday the 16th of December you are invited to put your tree up. The church will be open between 3-30 un-
til 5-30. 
We will open church again on Saturday the 17th of December between. 9-30 and 11-15. 
It is so nice see all the trees up ready for the carol service and to catch with all the activities of the Parish groups. 
All trees need to be down by the 22nd of December the church will be open between 2-30 until 4pm.  
 
LAMBS will meeting next Sunday afternoon between 4pm and 6pm in the parish centre. 
 
SAINT BERNADETTE 
Many have said how moving it was to venerate the relics of Saint Bernadette.  Next year, will be the 90th anniver-
sary of her Canonisation, on Dec 8th, 1933.  To commemorate this, the Department for Evangelisation is planning a 
Conference and preparing a booklet, and would like to hear from anyone with a story to tell.  It could be about 
the visit of the relics, or a pilgrimage to Lourdes; the cure of a friend, or a family member; or simply what Bernadette 
means to them.  No story is too small - yours could be a source of great encouragement to others.  So don’t hesitate 
to get in touch, either by calling Barbara Davies on 07730 526 821 or by emailing: StBernadette2033@gmail.com.  
 
APPEAL FOR OLD UMBRELLAS / PUSHCHAIRS 
We are working with locally housed refugees who continue to arrive and who would really appreciate any old umbrel-
las you can spare. Please leave any umbrellas you wish to donate in the food collection bin for schools,  at the 
back of church. 
There is a steady demand for pushchairs for newly arrived families with very young children.  If you have an old 
(but working) pushchair you no longer need, please email stpetershelpers@gmail.com and we can  
discuss collection / drop off. 
 
VISION AID up and running once again so we are appealing for your old and discarded glasses as in the past. 
There are thousands of people from the third world who are visually impaired because they cannot  get the glasses 
they need when their eyesight starts to fail. PLEASE HELP by donating your old glasses (no cases please) to Vision Aid 
Overseas. (Condition or age doesn’t matter). 
The glasses are sent to Vision Aid Overseas’s headquarters in Crawley, Surrey. After being sorted, the glasses are 
then sent to prisons in the UK where trained prisoners clean, grade and pack the glasses ready for use in the devel-
oping world.  Finally the glasses are sent abroad with Vision Aid Overseas teams. Glasses are only dispensed after a 
full eye examination and great care is taken to match them to the patient. This is a worthy cause and your help 
would be very much appreciated. 
  PLEASE PLACE YOUR USED GLASSES IN THE BOX AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH-THANK YOU 
 
APPEAL FOR VULNERABLE FAMILIES IN OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS 
We would be very grateful for any financial donations for our local schools to make purchases of certain uniform 
items and similar, for their vulnerable families who struggle with the cost of living. The parish was extremely gener-
ous in last year's uniform and book bag appeal, your donations were well spent by the schools who know those in 
need personally. If you can, please place your donation in an envelope marked 'School Donations' in the collection 
plate at church, or email stpetershelpers@gmail.com for more details of how to donate. Thank you for your support, 
we know these are challenging times for everyone and please only donate if you have the means to do so.  
 
Thank you so much for your abundant generosity in responding to this appeal. Both headteachers and recipient 
families were overwhelmed with your kindness and wish to convey their sincere appreciation and thanks. 
 
 

BAPTISM COURSES will take place on the following dates 8th and 22nd January 2023 ,5th and 19th March 2023  

16th and 30th April 2023  for more information please contact Karen at  justasec55@hotmail.co 

Curious about faith?  Wanting to refresh your faith or go deeper? Done Alpha, what next? Why not try Sycamore? 
Sycamore is a safe space in which to explore, question, reconnect, refresh and  journey deeper into your faith. Open to 
everyone wherever you are on your faith journey. If you’re interested in becoming a Catholic this is a good starting 
point or if you’ve missed out a sacrament on your journey it’s a good place to re- engage. Sycamore meets again on 
Thursday 1st December at 7.30 pm in the Parish centre. For more information speak to Fr Peter or Deacon John or just 
turn up on the night. All welcome.  

ST. PHILLIPS - THE FRIENDSHIP GROUP The Friendship Group meets every Friday 10.00 am- 12.00 pm at St. Phil-
lips for Tea, Coffee and Biscuits. Everyone is welcome to join us. 
 

tel:07730%20526%C2%A0821
mailto:StBernadette2033@gmail.com
mailto:stpetershelpers@gmail.com
mailto:stpetershelpers@gmail.com


OFFERTORY GIFTS Thank you for your generous Offerings last week which amounted to £1274.32 plus 
online giving last month came to over £1100 per week as well as £369 via the card machine.. Thank you to 
those who are putting their Offertory envelopes through the door and to those who have done the on line 
giving. St. Philips Offertory amounted to £140.00 
 

FROM THIS WEEKEND THE OFFERTORY COLLECTION WILL BE TAKEN AS BEFORE LOCKDOWN WITH COLLEC-
TORS BRINGING THE BASKET ROUND AND THERE WILL BE A PROCESSION OF THE GIFTS WITH AN OFFER-
TORY HYMN 
Next weekend there will be a retiring collection for the Priests Training Fund 

If you are  putting several weeks collection in at the same time you only need to use one envelope. . If you wish you 
can send an offering by cheque payable to St Peters Hazel Grove or do a direct transfer to: St Peters Hazel Grove at 
Lloyds Bank 30 15 52 54607668 or set up a Standing Order or for St Philip’s go to St Philips Offerton 30 15 52 
54674660. 
If your bank asks for the name of the account it is Shrewsbury Roman Catholic Diocese Trustees with the above  
account numbers 
 
GIFT AID if you Gift Aid your donation to St. Peter’s and have moved house, or for whatever reason your circum-
stances have changed could you please let Hughie Hardiman know by either emailing k13rey@sky.com or leaving 
your details in the office for Hughie’s attention. 
 
Church Cleaning Team 4 are on this week 
 
READERS 
There is a list in the Sacristy for volunteers to read, at Sunday Masses, during DECEMBER. New readers are always 
welcome. The last week of November sees the start of Advent ! Where did this year go? 
 
BAPTISM COURSES will take place on the following dates 8th and 22nd January 2023 ,5th and 19th March 
2023 16th and 30th April 2023  for more information please contact Karen at  justasec55@hotmail.co 

CAROL SERVICES AND CONCERTS COMING UP 
THE ROBINS SINGERS AND THE SVITOCH UKRAINIAN CHAMBER CHOIR are holding our joint Christmas 
Concert on December 10th at 7pm at the Bramhall United Reformed Church, Robins Lane, SK7 2PE. The 
Svitoch Ukrainian choir is superb and our Robins choir will be performing largely Christmas religious songs 
and there will be carols with audience participation. We have an excellent Musical Director, Dennis Kay, 
and a brilliant pianist, Christopher Ellis, who also plays the organ at St Peter’s, Hazel GroveWe are rehears-
ing hard to produce a high quality performance, which should last around 1.5hours, with mince pies and re-
freshments.  More information is at the back of Church 
 
 

POYNTON MALE VOICE CHOIR directed by Eileen Rigg, present their Christmas Concert on Saturday 10th 
December at Poynton Methodist Church. See poster in the porch. 
 
On Tuesday December 13th Stepping Hill Hospital will be having their annual Carol Service here in St Pe-
ters with pieces from the Hospital Choir and also St Simon’s School Choir. All welcome to come along and 
join in some familiar carols. 
 
Come along to the PARISH CHRISTMAS CONCERT on Fri-
day 16th December at 7.30 in the Parish Centre to get 
into the spirit of Christmas with an evening of music 
from our choirs and instrumentalists. 
Admission only £5, children free. Bar available. Custom-
ary rendering of the Twelve Days of Christmas - just 
what you’ve all been waiting for! 
 
The PARISH CAROL SERVICE Will be held on Sunday De-
cember 18th at 2 30 p.m. Subject to a slight change if 
Engalnd reach the final!! 
 
SAINT JOSEPH’S CHURCH in Stockport Town Centre has 
been designated as the new shrine of the Blessed Sacra-
ment for the diocese of Shrewsbury.  In order to prolong 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament they need to find 
sufficient numbers of adorers. Please see the poster at 
the back of Church. If you can help then please contact 
Fr Sean at ST Josephs 
 
FROM GANGLAND John Pridmore Author of ‘From Gang-
land to Promised Land’ will be sharing his story at  
St. Joseph’s Church on December 5th 2022 at 7.30 pm. 
See poster at the back of Church. 
 
Ousted again, have a good week 

Fr Peter 
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From Fr Peter  

 Fr Peter 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ST PETER’S BOOK CLUB We would like to recommend Still Life by Sarah Winman- a very moving journey 
through time from post-war Britain to Florence in the 60's and 70's.  
We also recommend The Man who Died Twice by Richard Usman. This is a follow on from The Thursday 
Murder Club which we suggested last year.   
We are trying a new way of running the book club and while we will continue to read and recommend 
books each month - we will no longer meet so regularly.  Instead, we are going to meet every 3 months and 
go out for dinner.  
We will then be able to discuss the books we have read over a glass of wine (or a soft drink if you prefer) 
and a nice meal! 
Our first night out will be Wednesday 30th November 7.30pm - we are going to Gnammy Italy in Hazel 
Grove. Please do let us know if you would like to join us.  
We will meet again in March - date and time to be confirmed.  
We have been getting some great recommendations so if you would like to recommend a book  - please 
contact Alison McGarr on 07792 107152 or by email, ajmcgarr68@outlook.com 
 

 

mailto:ajmcgarr68@outlook.com


 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AN ADVENT PASTORAL LETTER  
“I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house”  

To be read at all Masses on the First Sunday of Advent  
27th November 2022  

 

My dear brothers and sisters,  
As Advent approached, I received a global report entitled: “Persecuted and For-
gotten?”i. The report documents, country by country, the ways in which Christians 
across the world live under daily threat. This fearful situation is not the descrip-
tion of some distant time, it is how the faith is being lived in 2022. Many are gath-
ering, as we have gathered this Sunday, under threat of retribution and violence. 
Their brave witness remind us of what brings us together, Sunday by Sunday in 
the face of perhaps trivial difficulties and minor inconveniences.  
The Second Vatican Council taught, “It is only through Christ’s Catholic Church … 
that the fullness of the means of salvation can be obtained”ii. In the Church we 
find not merely the support of a human community, but the path to everlasting 
happiness and all the means Christ willed for our salvation: the fullness of faith, 
the fullness of grace in the Sacraments, and the ordained ministry of bishops and 
priests in apostolic successioniii. What could we have asked of the Lord that is not 
given to us in His Church? Isaiah’s breathtaking vision of all nations coming to 
worship the Lord, walking in His paths and following His ways, is now fullfillediv.  
The dark days in which Advent begins, invite us to recognise the light of faith 
anew. Recently travelling to a meeting, I found myself passing from brilliant sun-
shine into fog and semi-darkness. As I struggled to see the way ahead, I knew I 
could trust the road and its signs which assured me I was en route to my destina-
tion. If moments come in our lives when we cannot see the way ahead, we know 
we can trust the road on which we set out and draw confidence from the signs 
which point unfailingly to our destination. Such is the light and grace we receive 
in the life and the teaching of the Church.  



At the beginning of Advent, the Apostle warns us not to fall asleep along the way 
v, for we must heed the Gospel’s urgent call: “You … must stand ready because the 
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect”vi. This was true of Christ’s 
first coming in Bethlehem when only poor shepherds recognised His Advent. Our 
Lord tells us it will also be like this when the Son of Man comes in glory, as many 
will be found sleepingvii. We must confess that this is true of His coming to us now 
in grace and, supremely, in the silence of the Eucharist. How easily we can fail to 
recognise the riches of grace and truth which have been given to us! Today we 
hear it said, it is the Church herself that must change and abandon the narrow 
way the Gospel proposesviii, the road countless saints walked before us. Yet, every 
genuine reform of the Church demands the very opposite in a renewed faithful-
ness and a striving for holiness, which is the fulness of the Christian life and the 
perfection of charityix.  
As Christmas approaches, we must treasure all we have received as Catholic 
Christians and be ready to share this greatest gift with those who may momentar-
ily have lost their way or are still to find it. The prayer with which we begin this 
first Mass of Adventx, invites us to run to meet Christ who always awaits us in His 
Church; when we confess our sins in the Sacrament of His mercy; and above all, in 
His Holy Eucharist.  
At the beginning of this Advent, we might think of someone in our lives we can 
help by means of our prayer and then, by a word of encouragement, to return to 
the Church this Christmas, echoing the beautiful words of the Psalm: “I rejoiced 
when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s House’”xi. On my visit to parishes, I see 
the witness of your faithfulness. Remembering today those Christians who will 
begin Advent at personal risk and exposed to violence, may your example with its 
own quiet heroism, help many to find in the Church Christ founded, the sure road 
to everlasting happiness.  
I wish you a blessed Advent and a truly happy Christmas,  

+ Mark  
Bishop of Shrewsbury  

 
i Cf. Aid to the Church in Need, Report on Christians oppressed for their faith 2020-2022  
ii Unitatis Redintegratio No. 3  
iii Cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church no. 830  
iv Cf. Is. 2: 1-5  
v Cf. Rom. 13: 11-14  
vi Mt. 24: 44  
vii Cf. Mt. 24: 37  
viii Cf. Mt. 7: 13, 14  
ix Cf. Lumen Gentium no. 40  
x Cf. Collect for the First Sunday of Advent  
xi Psalm 121  


