
St Peter’s  and St Philip’s Newsletter 
16, Green Lane, Hazel Grove, SK7 4EA   Phone 0161 483 3476  Fax 419 9592 

www.stpeterscatholic.church        www.churchservices.tv/stockport  
Email admin@stpetershazelgrove.org.uk 

Fr. Peter Sharrocks petersharrocks@stpetershazelgrove.org.uk 

YOU ARE ALL WELCOME TO OUR PARISH COMMUNITIES  
 

For Weekend Masses at St Peters please book a place by emailing 

admin@ stpetershazelgrove.org.uk 

For St Philips on Saturday evening at 6 00 p.m. 

 E.mail david.smith7220 @ntlworld.com 

FIRST READING  
Acts 10:34,37-43 

 

PSALM 117 
 

This day was made by the 
Lord; we rejoice and are 

glad 
 

Second Reading 
 

Colossians 3:1-4 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Christ, our Passover, has 

been sacrificed; let us 
celebrate the feast then, 

in the Lord 
 

Gospel 
John 20:1-9 

EASTER  
Divine Office Psalter Week 1 

ALL MASSES FROM ST PETERS WILL  BE AVAILABLE ON THE LIVE STREAM 
Each evening the Rosary will be said at 7 00 p.m, except Sunday then at 5 00  p.m. 

join in on line  www.churchservices.tv/stockport. The Rosary is not open for people to 
attend but just broadcast over the internet. 

 ROSARY WILL RECOMMENCE ON TUESDAY EVENING 
HOLY SATURDAY Saturday 3rd April 2021   
  8 30 p.m. In St Peter’s only The Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter 
    People of the Parish 
Sunday 4th April Easter Sunday— 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD  
Readings  Acts 10:34, 37-43; Psalm 117; Colossians 3:1-4; John 
20;1-9. 
  8 30 a.m. Secular Clergy Fund 
10 00 a.m.  Stanley MacGlashan 
11 30 a.m. James Cox 
THE COLLECTION AT THE MASSES ON HOLY SATURDAY AND EASTER 
SUNDAY IS THE TRADITIONAL EASTER OFFERING TO THE CLERGY 
WHICH IS PART OF THE SALARY STRUCTURE IN THIS DIOCESE> 
At St Philip’s 10 00 a.m. Gerard McAndrew 

NO EVENING MASS ON EASTER SUNDAY  
AT ST PETER’S 

Monday  5th April EASTER OCTAVE  
12 Noon  Simon Harrison & Barbara Rudder 
Readings: Act 2:14,22-23; Psalm 15; Matthew 28:8-15 
Tuesday 6th April 2021  EASTER OCTAVE  
12 noon Pat & Allan Johnson (60th Wedding  Anniversary) 
Readings: Acts 2:36-41; Psalm 32; John 20:11-18. 
Wednesday  7th April 2021  EASTER OCTAVE  
12 Noon  Eunice Nield 
 Readings: Acts 3:1-10; Psalm104; Luke 24 13-35. 
Thursday 8th April 2021 EASTER OCTAVE  
12 noon Peter Wilkinson 
Readings: Acts 3:11-26; Psalm8; Luke 24:35-48 
Friday 9th April 2021  EASTER OCTAVE  
12 noon Sister Gertrude Geoghan 
Readings: Acts 4:1-12; Psalm 117; John 21:1-14 
Saturday 10th April 2021  EASTER OCTAVE  
11– 11 45 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
12 noon Baby Emma (sick) 
Readings Acts 4:13-21; Psalm 117; Mark 16:9-15 
 6 00 p.m.  Mass in Polish at St Peter’s 
 6 00 p.m.  at St Philip’s Canon Hoban 
Sunday 11th April  Second Sunday of Easter 
 8 30 a.m. John Grocott and Chris Riley 
10 00 a.m. Sheila Doodson 
  6 00 p.m.  People of the Parish 
Readings Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 117; ! John 5:1-6 John 20:19-31 

  

The Sacrament of  
Reconciliation 

will be celebrated  in the 
sacristy on Saturdays 
during Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

THE WORD OF GOD 

POPE’S INTENTIONS FOR 
March 

Universal; 
Fundamental rights 

 
For those who risk their lives 

while fighting for fundamental 
rights under dictatorships, au-

thoritarian regimes and even in 
democracies in crisis 

 

 
Mother of God  

Local  
Missionary 

Area  
in  Stockport  
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Please remember to 
wear face masks and 
sanitise your hands 
coming in and going 

out of church and  keep 
to social distancing in-
cluding sitting away 

from the aisles as 
much as possible.  

YOU SHOULD ONLY SIT 
WITH MEMBERS OF 

YOUR OWN  
HOUSEHOLD 

Please follow the  
Arrow markings on the 

floor of the church 
DO NOT COME TO 

CHURCH IF YOU HAVE 
ANY SYMPTOMS - 

SNEEZING, COUGHING, 
SORE THROAT ETC 

The 

Lord is 

risen 

indeed 

Alleluia 



Your prayers are asked for                        
 
The sick -  and remembering, all the sick in the parish, in our hospitals and nursing homes.  We also remem-
ber those who are housebound and are unable to come to Mass.  We remember especially young people 
who are sick. Let us also keep in our prayers all those who have care of the sick and the dying at this time of-
ten putting their own lives at risk in the process.. 
Lately Dead: .  Canon Brenda Hoban—former parish priest at St Philip’s, Sister Gertrude Geoghan, Eileen 
D’Arcy and Ann Sharples 
Anniversaries that occur around this time: Richard Fitzgerald, Mary Normasell Jean Cheeetham,  Fr Tom Os-
byrne, Stan Pomeroy, Myles McGuire John Tate, Albert Snelson, Lionel Grocott, Jean Hillerc  
Prayer Intentions  -  We have a team of ’prayer warriors’ who will pray for your intentions at this time, send 
your intentions to the parish office and they will be forwarded. You can also light a ‘virtual’ candle on the 
parish website. 
 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Sister Gertrude Geoghan 
Requiem Mass at 10.30 am at Saint Bernadette's Brinnington on 9th April 2021. 

Attendance is by invitation only. 
The Mass can be followed on the link: 

Here is the link for the live stream https://youtu.be/hyphfU7zU48  
 

The funeral arrangements for Canon Hoban have not been announced yet but it will be on the Wirral and  
subject to the current restrictions 

The Most Holy Body and Blood of the Lord (Year A)  

Gospel Matthew 10:26-33 © 
Copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 

 

1. Take time to read and reread this Gospel, noticing which words, phrases draw your attention. 

2. What new insights does the passage give you about Jesus? 

Allow yourself to hear Jesus speaking these words to you today. Take time to respond to Jesus in 

prayer. 
 

For Conversation: 

How receiving the Eucharist nourishes your community 

to share Christ’s love with others. 

How 
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For Conversation: 

The enormity of God’s love for each one of us. 

To prepare for this prayer, spend a few moments asking the Holy Spirit to open your mind and heart to 

hear this Word being spoken to you. 
Easter Sunday John 20:1-9 

It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She saw 

that the stone had been moved away from the tomb and came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 

one Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb’ she said ‘and we don’t know where they have put 

him.’ So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. They ran together, but the other disciple, run-

ning faster than Peter, reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, but 

did not go in. Simon Peter who was following now came up, went right into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on 

the ground, and also the cloth that had been over his head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a 

place by itself. Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he saw and he believed. 

Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching of scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
Copyright…1966, 1967 & 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, & Doubleday & Co. Inc. and used by permission 

1. Spend some time reading and rereading the passage, pausing at the words/phrases that draw your attention 

2. Imagine the scene… A new day dawning after some terrible events … read through the passage slowly, 

placing yourself with Mary, with Peter …notice your feelings, your responses… 

3. He saw and he believed. Take time in prayer of adoration before the Risen Lord. 

For Conversation: 

The things for which you want to shout. Alleluia! Praise God! 

A BIG THANK YOU  - 857 BABY HATS 

857 baby hats knitted for the hospital in Rwanda!   What an amazing effort from St Peter's and our friends all 

over the country.  Message from Dr Kate:- ‘Wow!!  This is incredible! Thank you all so much.  The babies and 

mums will be so appreciative.’ We will get them off to Rwanda in the next couple of weeks.  I will let you know 

when they get there.  Photographs are in the parish website and on the Facebook page. 
MARRIAGE COURSE ONLINE  

This is a unique moment in time where we find ourselves in a season where strength in relationships is needed 

more than ever. This applies particularly to marriage. We are looking to offer the marriage course online, a fan-

tastic resource for strengthening marriages. See link below. 

https://alphainternational.cmail20.com/t/j-l-qzjin-tkktskhs-y/ 

Following a short 20 minute introduction via zoom, the link to each film will be emailed out weekly to couples 

enabling them to watch it at a time convenient to themselves. 

The course will begin in a week’s time on Sunday evening 11th April.  .  Please register your interest by 

emailing laurasmall92@outlook.com 

https://youtu.be/hyphfU7zU48
https://universalis.com/20200621/mass.htm#copyright
https://alphainternational.cmail20.com/t/j-l-qzjin-tkktskhs-y/
mailto:laurasmall92@outlook.com


CAFOD Lent Appeal  

Abdella lives in an extremely remote and 

mountainous part of Ethiopia. It takes him ten 

hours a day to collect water. He says his life 

is being wasted as he has no time for any-

thing else. Give today to reach vulnerable 

communities around the world with water 

and to provide other vital support. Donate 

online at cafod.org.uk/lent or by using a CA-

FOD envelope. You can also give via text. 

Text LENT to 70460 to donate £10*. *Texts 

cost £10 plus one standard rate message 

you’ll be opting in to hear more about CA-

FOD’s work and fundraising via telephone 

and SMS. If you’d like to give £10 but do not wish to receive marketing communications, text LENTNOINFO 

to 70460. For more information, please see CAFOD’s Privacy Policy: cafod.org.uk/Legal-information/Privacy-

notice . The Lenten Family Fast Day envelopes are available in the porch as you enter or leave Mass and the 

FAMILY FAST COLLECTION WILL BE TAKEN TODAY EASTER SUNDAY. There is more informa-

tion about this appeal on the Cafod website. https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day.  
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CATHOLIC PAPERS 

We have stopped selling the catholic papers over the past few months because there was little or no demand but 

if you so wish you can have the Universe delivered direct to your home. To arrange this just go to 

www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call  on 0161 820 5722 and theywill arrange delivery for you. You can have a 

hard copy or a digital version  and the current offers are 

SPECIAL OFFER 3 MONTHS: -                   £25.00 

SPECIAL OFFER  12 Months: -                  £99.00 

DIGITAL COPY: - 12 Months:                    £55.00 

OR 

DIGITAL COPY/AND HARD COPY FOR: - £115.00 (EASTER SPECIAL OFFER) 

TIME TO SHINE...! 
We’re starting to prepare for the next issue of Shine, our parish magazine. This time we’d like to focus on the 
parish of St Peter’s because it’s 90 years since the official opening of the church, which took place on 12 April 
1931. So let’s share some stories from those 90 years.  
 Firstly, if you were there at the time, we’d love to know more!! Secondly, send in your best memories of your 
life in St Peter’s parish, either in words or pictures (with captions) and we’ll create a special anniversary issue. 
We’d still like to hear any news you might have or anything interesting you’d like to share about your lock-
down achievements: any new hobbies you’ve taken up, new skills you’ve learnt. If you’ve been inspired, 
maybe you can inspire others. Please send your contributions to terrythiele@hotmail.co.uk by Sunday May 30  
 

ST PETER’S 90TH ANNIVERSARY 
Yes, it would be lovely to celebrate the 90th anniversary of St Peter’s parish, ideally around our patronal feast 
of 29 June, but for now we’ll have to wait and see what is practical and feasible for the weekend of 3 July. One 
way or another we’ll mark the occasion, so watch this space. 
Please could you put a note in your newsletter that Harrytown Catholic High school are recruiting for several position and to direct 

parishioner rs to the school website – www.harrytownschool.org for more detail 
 

ST PETER'S BOOK CLUB: 
We are reading two books by a Nigerian author - Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche. Half a Yellow Sun - a story which 
centres on the struggle to establish an independent republic in Nigeria in the 1960's. Americanah - is about 
two teenagers in a Lagos secondary school who fall in love and dream of moving to America in the later 
1990's. The story focuses on their struggles and their triumphs as one of them ends up in America and the 
other as an undocumented migrant in Britain. 
We have also selected to read Away with the Penguins by Hazel Prior - this is a book that has been described 
as this years' Eleanor Oliphant (a great book if you haven't read it ), and is about an eccentric 85-year-old, Ve-
ronica McCreedy, who lives in a mansion by the sea. 
Our next meeting is via Zoom at 7.30pm on Tuesday 27th April - please contact Alison McGarr if you would 
like to receive the link - ajmcgarr68@outlook.com  

http://www.thecatholicuniverse.com/
mailto:terrythiele@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.harrytownschool.org
mailto:ajmcgarr68@outlook.com


OFFERTORY GIFTS   Thank you for your generous donations last week which amounted to £ 917-34 plus 
online giving last month came to over £1000 per week.   Thank you to those who are putting their Offer-
tory envelopes through the door and who have done the on line giving..  Please continue to put your of-
ferings in an envelope and save them until we are ‘back to normal’ or you can post them through the 
presbytery door. If you are  putting several weeks collection in  at the same time you only need to use 
one envelope. Many of the new sets of Offertory Envelopes have been delivered through your doors over 
the past few days but there are some remaining to be picked up in church or will be sent by post shortly.. 
If you wish you can send an offering by cheque payable to St Peters Hazel Grove or  

do a direct transfer to: 
St Peters Hazel Grove at Lloyds Bank 30 15 52 54607668 or set up a Standing Order or for St Philip’s 

go to St Philips Offerton 30 15 52 54674660  
If your bank asks for the name of the account it is Shrewsbury Roman Catholic Diocese Trustees with the above 

account numbers 
There are now some boxes of envelopes for people who do not do Gift Aid available in the church porch 

SAFEGUARDING 
Our parish safeguarding officer is Sean Downey and he may be contacted on 

Seangdowney@hotmail.co.uk  or 07766054754 
  

FROM FR PETER 

 More sad news this week with news of the death of Canon Brendan Hoban who was parish priest at 

St Philip’s  some years ago and who came to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the parish a couple of years 

ago. Brendan had not been well for 

some time and was diagnosed as having 

cancer. He died in Nazareth House i 

Birkenhead. We are still waiting the 

publication of the funeral arrangements 

but they will be under the present re-

strictions. 

Some good news is that the bishop has 

announced the ordination date for our 

new deacons.. On  Saturday July 24th at 

12 noon John McKay from our parish 

and Wilfrid McSherry from Market 

Drayton will be ordained as permanent 

deacons in St Michael’s Woodchurch, 

Birkenhead. Before making any firm 

arrangements we shall have to wait and 

see what, if any,  Covid restrictions will still be in place. I hope that we will be able to take a good num-

ber of people to this important event in the life of the parish.. On Friday July 16th 3 new priests will be 

ordained at St Anthony’s Wythenshawe for service in the diocese. The bishop has chosen these two 

churches because they are big and in case social distancing is still in force. 

Finally a big thank you for your co-operation in booking in for our Holy Week and Easter Services. I 

hope this is the last time we will have to do this for Easter or Christmas. In the mean time keep  e mailing 

in for places at Mass on Saturdays and Sundays. Stay safe   Fr Peter 

NEXT ALPHA COURSE 
There’s never been an easier time to do Alpha - You don’t even have to leave the 

comfort of your own home! Alpha Online starts on Thursday 22nd April 7.30 

PM. For more information contact  

Rachel or John on mckay7897@hotmail.com or text  07724 749217. All wel-

come! 

JOB VACANCY FOR SECRETARY 

The linked parishes of Our Lady and the Apostles, St. Ambrose, and St. Vin-

cent de Paul, Stockport, are looking to recruit a second Parish Secretary to assist 

in providing administrative and secretarial support required to ensure the smooth running of the Parish 

and to enable the Parish Priest to carry out his Parish responsibilities.  

Copies of the job description and application form are obtainable from any of our websites http://

ourladyandtheapostles.co.uk/; http://stvincentbramhall.org/; http://www.stambrosechurch.org.uk/ 

and completed applications should be emailed to stockport3parishes@gmail.com        

 Closing date: Friday 30 April 2021 

mailto:Seangdowney@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mckay7897@hotmail.com
http://ourladyandtheapostles.co.uk/
http://ourladyandtheapostles.co.uk/
http://stvincentbramhall.org/
http://www.stambrosechurch.org.uk/
mailto:stockport3parishes@gmail.com


UNLESS THE GRAIN OF WHEAT FALLS INTO THE GROUND, IT REMAINS ALONE BUT IF IT FALLS 
INTO GOOD GROUND IT PRODUCES FRUIT A HUNDRED-FOLD 

 

These prophetic words of Jesus, give us entry to thoughts about life, death and resurrection for in them he 
spoke of himself, of his death, of his burial and of his Resurrection.  

Praying our way through Lent, being thoughtful and aware of our need for a nearness to God’s love has led 
us into the celebration of the Passion of Christ, his Resurrection, his re-birth and ours.    

Last Friday, Good Friday, we remembered the day Christ died and, with and in faith, we have lived through 
this appalling time with him.  We have kept him company throughout the week leading up to his death.  

We’ve accompanied him on his farewell visit to Martha and Mary, we’ve ‘heard’ the discussions of Judas with 
the plotters, we’ve witnessed the arrest of Jesus with the treacherous kiss of Judas, we’ve seen the apostles run 

away frightened and maybe we too have run away since staying would have been too painful or too  
frightening.  

If we’ve ‘lived’ this last week with Jesus we are sure to be able to enjoy the glorious feast of his Resurrection.  
The deeper we’ve plunged into the Passion of Jesus the greater will be our celebration, for seed sown in shal-

low ground barely flourishes but seed, well sown and nurtured gives fruit in plenty.  The suffering and the 
being with Jesus throughout the holiest week of the year will be the source of great joy and jubilation. 

Jesus, our Saviour has died for us and redeemed us.   
He’s bought us back.   
He’s brought us back.  

 He’s restored us to fulness of love and life with our Father God. 
Jesus is the grain of wheat falling into the ground.  He’s entered into the ‘womb’ of the earth in his death 

and burial and has been formed, in three days of gestation, into a new, glorified person.  The glorified Christ 
is our salvation and recognizing him is the way to joy, peace and union with God the Father. 

To enjoy the wonder of Easter, of Resurrection, let us go to the tomb with the women.  Prepared to serve 
their Master they approach.  They are open to the knowledge that, after three days the services they are to 
perform for Jesus, will be hard, unpleasant, sickening but vital and are ones that they want to do.  Finding 

the rock moved from the entry to the tomb, they are afraid.  Afraid, not for themselves but for the safety of 
Jesus. 

The Angels calm them but leave them puzzled. 
“He whom you seek is not here.  He is risen. Go tell his friends.” 

Another task. 
Another mission. 

Another trust has been laid on the them. 
Mary Magdalene hears but cannot leave.  She is needful of certainty, nearness, conviction, not because she 
does not believe but because she loves so much.  Staying she cries, weeps, longs for Jesus and her prayer is 

heard. 
Jesus, in a wonderful moment of intimacy, love, concern and understanding reveals himself and commis-

sions her to go and spread the news of his Rebirth, his Resurrection, his Flowering.  She is his personal apos-
tle.  She is the one he can trust.  He knows that she will, in her love for him, reveal the glory, the wonder, the 

truth and the doctrine of his Rising from the dead. 
Let us ask Mary Magdalene to inspire us with the love she has for Jesus and impart some of it so that we too 

can be trusted with a share in her mission to tell of his Rising. 
But what of another person Jesus must greet?  What of Mary, his Mother? 

No story is written about this for us. 
There’s no mention in the Gospels. 

There’s no hint of the meeting between the two. 



There’s no indication that they did meet but it’s inconceivable that Jesus did not see his mother on the 
morning of the Resurrection.  St Ignatius of Loyola believed that he went first to her.  That she was the 
one he needed to see first.  That Mary was undoubtably waiting, in faith, for his rising.  Mary knew and 
believed that he would rise again.  He’d indicated it.  He’d prophesied it.  Mary had faith and that faith 

was rewarded.  The SEED, her Son, had fallen into the ground and now was the time of flowering1 
Imagine, in prayer, the meeting of this Mother and Son. 

Stand in the shadows of daybreak and watch the joy-filled meeting as the sun rises. 
Watch, as a precious gift to you, the reunion and the human hugs and kisses. 
Listen to the love between them and the praise they give to God the Father. 

Rejoice that, in imaginative prayer, we can share this moment and learn of the joys to come.  The Res-
urrection of Jesus is the sign of our future resurrection and our life in eternity.  Mary’s joy at seeing 
her Son is a foretaste of the joy we shall experience when we too meet Christ; a foretaste of the wel-
come he will give us.  The mutual joy will be experienced by us when we too shall meet him face to 

face. 
 

 
The Risen Christ greets His Mother. 

Sculpture by Rory Geoghegan SJ 

 

THE LORD IS RISEN.   
COME LET US WORSHIP  


